Speech
Thank you, I want to say thank you to _____________ and everyone here on stage with me, you have done a great job putting this all together.  I want to thank my family, my parents, my brothers, the Morello family, and my girlfriend Ashley.  I want to thank Dean Hayhurst, Dr. Supernak and the engineering faculty and staff. In particular, Dr. Bayasi, my most influential professor, he provided his students with a strong foundation in all aspects of design.  I also would like to thank Dr. Dowell for inspiring me and countless others to study structures.  Most importantly, I want to thank the engineering students of the class of 2009. 
I am honored and humbled to be valedictorian of the College of Engineering. Many of my colleagues in this department are as equally deserving of this award as I am, and I am glad to be able to represent them.   The engineering students at San Diego state are some of the most well rounded and brightest individuals I know. I would like to take a minute to thank some of my friends in the department who accompanied me in my trip from entering SDSU to graduation: First Aaron, the hardest working guy I know, in spite of having a full time job, had time to excel in his classes, compete in bodybuilding competitions, and play in his band. Next we have Matt, who taught me to enjoy life as it comes and that there is always time for fun along the way. Finally I’d like to thank Garrett, a young entrepreneur who will make an excellent engineer in the near future. 
What is an engineer? Accurately described:

“The ideal engineer is a composite ... He is not a scientist, he is not a mathematician, he is not a sociologist or a writer; but he may use the knowledge and techniques of any or all of these disciplines in solving engineering problems.”
Now we need to know, “When does a student evolve into an engineer.” A student evolves into an engineer as their free body diagrams and circuit diagrams evolve into the infrastructure and technology that surrounds us. The San Diego State College of Engineering class of 2009 evolves into the future generation of engineers as we walk out of here today.
We are no longer assigned grades, we are no longer students. We are engineers and we will be judged by society.  As soon as we walk out those doors, we are the workhorse that will be relied upon to help solve the problems in this city, this state, this country, and this world.

We are ready for whatever may lie ahead, because as San Diego State engineering students, we have been prepared for this moment.  We are composites, we are not just mathematicians, we are not just scientists, or writers, we are all of these and more.  We are the San Diego State College of Engineering class of 2009.  
Thank you… and farewell!
